
Contents

List of Figures................................................................................................... viii

List of Tables.........................................................................................................x

Acknowledgements..............................................................................................xi

Section 1: Overview of the Caribbean Diaspora     
1.	 Engaging the Caribbean Diaspora: An Overview...................................... 1

George K. Danns, Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith & Fitzgerald Yaw

2.	 Contemporary Out-Migration from CARICOM Countries: 
	 Its Impact and Potential for Growth of Diaspora Countries.................. 19

Brenda I. Gill, Elisha J. Dung & Paul Erhunmwunsee

3.	 Engaging the Guyanese Diaspora – A Multi-Dimensional Approach.... 35
Valerie Dye

4.	 The Caribbean Diaspora: Trends, Challenges and Perspectives on 
Engagement.............................................................................................. 50
Lear K. Matthews

Section 2: Enhancing Development Through Diaspora Engagement
5.	 The Impact of the Diaspora on Caribbean Economies........................... 69

Donna E. Danns & George K. Danns

6.	 The Diasporic Economy, Trade and Entrepreneurship in the 
	 Caribbean: Remittances and Money Transfer Markets........................... 90

Keith Nurse

7.	 Transnational Diaspora Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurial 
Ecosystems: Opportunities for Diaspora Engagement in the 

	 Caribbean................................................................................................ 109
Indianna D. Minto-Coy & Maria Elo

8.	 Diaspora Engagement – New Imperative for Tourism Growth in 
Trinidad and Tobago with Implications for the Caribbean................... 134
Andre Phillips

9.	 Petroleum and Learning from the Diaspora.......................................... 145
Jay R. Mandle

10.	 Deepwater Exploitation of Oil and Natural Gas – A Roadmap for 
Technical Assistance................................................................................ 152
Norman D. H. Munroe & Vishal Musaramthota

11.	 Global Warming: An Urgent Need to Prevent...................................... 174
Raymond C. Jagessar



Section 3: The Role of Hometown Associations
12.	 Hometown Associations and Caribbean Diaspora Engagement: 

Characteristics, Challenges and Emerging Role in Nation Building.... 187
Lear K. Matthews

13.	 The Role of the Hometown Association COFONA in 
	 Forging Change at the Community Level............................................. 205

Leonard Lewis

14.	 Guyana Diaspora Awards Programme: Recognizing Leadership, 
	 Caring for the Community..................................................................... 228

Cyril Kenrick Hunte

Section 4:  Identity Issues in the Caribbean Diaspora Experience
15.	 Physically Separate but Psychologically Inseparable: Notions of 

Belonging and Identity Among Jamaicans Living in Britain................. 245
Aieka Yasheva Smith

16.	 Indo-Caribbean Identity Formation in Canada: Challenges of South 
Asian/Indian Authenticity....................................................................... 265
Karimah Rahman

17.	 Home and Diaspora: Unpacking Understandings of Home, 
	 Place/Space, and Belongings in a Postcolonial Context........................ 287

Dianne Ramdeholl

18.	 Come-Back-Fuh-Go-Back Guyanese: The Guyanese Diaspora as 
Strangers.................................................................................................. 296
George K. Danns

Section 5:  The Lived Experience 
19.	 Caribbean Families’ Preparation for Migration to the United States: 
	 A Critical Dimension of the Diaspora Experience................................ 303

Rosalind P. October-Edun

20.	 The “Guyanese Mafia” in the UK........................................................... 318
John Mair

21.	 A Voice from the Diaspora: Guyanese in Richmond Hill, 
	 New York City......................................................................................... 323

Dhanpaul Narine

22.	 Interview with Baroness Valerie Amos................................................... 337

23.	 Interview with Gina Miller..................................................................... 343

24.	 Embedding Guyanese Culture: A Look at London Links.................... 348
Michelle Yaa Asantewa



Section 6:  Diaspora Policy and Practice 
25.	 The Private Hindu College in Guyana: Best Practices in Diaspora 

Engagement............................................................................................ 359
Kumar Mahabir

26.	 Recommendations for a Guyana Diaspora Policy................................. 378
Paul Nehru Tennassee

27.	 Engaging the Guyanese Diaspora.......................................................... 387
Hon. Joseph Harmon, Minister of State, Ministry of the Presidency, Guyana

28.	 The PPP/C Experiences and Policies for National Development 
	 and the Contributions of the Diaspora.................................................. 392

Address by Gail Teixeira, MP, Chief Whip for the Parliamentary Opposition, 
Guyana

29.	 Reaching out to First and Second-Generation Immigrants 
	 as part of the Guyanese Diaspora........................................................... 398

Address by David Lammy MP, British House of Commons

30.	 Life Experiences of a Caribbean Diaspora Entrepreneur.................... 405
Address by Glen Khan, Chairman, Laparkan

31.	 Factors Engendering Development and the Engagement of the 
Guyanese Diaspora................................................................................. 414
Address by Suresh Narine, Director, Institute of Applied Science and Technology

Section 7:  Lessons from Another Diaspora Experience 
32.	 Institute for Mexicans Abroad and the Network for Mexican Talent 

Abroad .................................................................................................... 425
Iván Roberto Sierra Medel, Mexican Ambassador to Guyana

33.	 The Outlook of the 12 Years of Implementation of the Global Mx 
Network of Skilled Migrants .................................................................. 430
Tania Miranda, Director of Economic and Financial, Institute for Mexicans 
Abroad

Contributors..................................................................................................... 435


